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FR E E and IMPARTIAL 


THOUGHTS 


HRS TIANITY having been 
SS inſtituted, by its great Au- 

& 23. thor and Publiſher, for the Be- 

_SISoe og iicfit and Advantage of Mankind, 
it js pity we ſhould ſo greatly dif- 
fer concerning what Genuine Chriſtianity is; if 

the Holy Bible, as we generally agree, was de- 

ſigned to lead us to the true Knowledge of Gop, 

and to be a ſtanding and perpetual Rule of Faith 

and Manners to Men, it muſt ſureſy have been 

greatly corrupted ſince the. primitive Times of 

the Goſpel, or the Explication of it deſigned- 

ly left to a more excellent and ſuperior Direc- 

tor: For the ſeeming Contradictions and Multi- 

plicity of obſcure Paſſages wherewith it 
abounds, ſhew plainly. it could never be a 
Rule of Faith, &c. becoming an all-wiſe and 

ER Being to give to rational Creatures. 
Every good Man; Society, and State, ſtudy 

Perſpicuity in all their Rules, Orders, and 

Stututes, diſpenſed to their Families, Members, 

and Subjects; and can we ſuppoſe, that He 
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wh 18 pelt in in Kn. — ould (n the 

x Diſpenſation of ' his Laws) take leſs care of 
tze everlaſting State of his immortal Creature 
_ Man? Yet it is plain we differ in our Senti- 


(as I fincerely hope) of better Helps to direct our 
Inquiries in Matters of ſo confiderable Mo- 
ment. Fheretore, 

1 0 T K* v in the bunt of this Debate to 
deſcant freely on the Doctrines of Divine So- 
verrignty, Election, Reprobation, and Original 
Sin, and alſo the Arguments which ſome 
injenious Gentlemen have uſed to ſupport them. 
But I hope (with regard to the Authors I 
may poſſibly name) to be perfectly decent, and 
to tteat them with all becoming Reſpect and 
Deference, as I think Men of Inde egrity, Learn- 
ing and Abilities deſerve ; ooo. though in 
ome Points they may err, and hold Dodtrines 
in their own Nature and Tendency altogether 
ſubverſive of Religion and Morality, do never- 
thelefs not perceive them to have «theſe Fen- 
dencies, and are therefore by no Means charge- 
able with them. Yet as touching the Doc 
Trines themſelves, I ſhall preſume to ſpeak freely 
in regard to their Nature, and what appears 
to me to be their genaine Fruits and Effects. ä 


4 is with me an eſtabliſh Truth, that 
the miſtaken Notion of ſome learned Men, con- 
cerning the Sovereignty of the Deity, has 
given — Doctrines a more favourable Ac- 
ceptance 


ments of Religion, and greatly too, for want 


ceptance in the World, than otherwiſe they 
would or could ever have met with; and 
notwithſtanding all the Pains and Arguments 
theſe Gentlemen have beſtowed to reconcile 
their Doctrines to our common Senſe of Regbt- 
and Wrong, it is plain that at bottom this is the 


| grand governing Principle. For when their 
Attempts ta reconcile theſe Doctrines with 


common Senſe and Equity: fail, they have 


immediate Recourſe to Gop's Sovere:gnty, and 


even go ſo far as to deny there is any intrinſick 
Deference in Things themſelves, as ſhall be 
made appear from their moſt approved Writers, 
whenever they are pleaſed to. demand it; but 
as this principle of Sovereiguty is moſt; cer- 
tainly their ſtrong Hold, I ſhall: therefore en- 
deavour to go to the Depth of this Ar- 
gument, and ſhew; in the firſt: Place, hom 


greatly they miſapprehend the Nature of this 


Attribute; and, in the ſecond Place, granting 
it to be as they ſay, I ſhall then ſhew the pre- 
carious and miſerable Condition of all Man- 
kind, not excepting the Elect themſelves under 
the Government of ſuch an arbitrary Being. 


To begin with the firſt. That God is a 
Sovereign we readily allow: But it will not 
therefore follow, he is morally capable of do- 
ing any thing in its own Nature immoral or 
unjuſt, All religious Debates are allowed to be 
beſt determinable by the divine Attributes; 
and yet nothing is more common than to 


ſingle out, and lay the greateſt Streſs. on that 


A 2 | Attribute 


\ 


[4] 


cedure; for as Gop is all-wi/e and good, as 
well as almighty and independent, it is in the 


be capable (in a moral Senſe I mean) of ex- 
95 any one particular Attribute in Oppoſe. 


his whole Creation. But Power alone, without 


and Application of it, may be perfect Frenzy, 
and run into the reateſt Latitude of Folly and 


Tyranny. It is, if I may be allowed the Com- 


pariſon, like a Veſſel that has loſt its Helm, 


continually expoſed to the toſſing of Winds and 
Waves. To talk therefore of mere Sovereign. 


Pleaſure, without Regard to the proper Rea- 
ſon or Fitneſs of Things, ſo far operating and 


being in the Divine Mind (and which is no- 
thing more than the Preſence and Operation. 


of his own Wiſdom) in order to prefer what 
in its own Nature is 2% and fitteſt to be done, 
is excluding from the Deity thoſe more bleſſed 
5 and valuable Perfect ions of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
and eſtabliſnhing in their room, and at their Ex- 
| - pence, mere Sovereign Power alone, Phy- 


N: ature 


Attribute alone which appears beſt to ſuit our 
own particular Opinions: which, however in- 
nocent our Intention may be, is, I think, in 
itſelf, a very erroneous and unwarrantable Pro- | 


Nature of Things impoſſible (and therefore. 
we ſhould never admit it poſſible) he ſhould 


tion or Diminution of another. A Sovereign 
he is, nor can any Creature whatever diſpute 
his unlimited and uncontroulable Power over 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs to make a right Uſe. 


fically ſpeaking indeed, we allow Gop can do 
Evil itſelf; but the moral Perfections of his 


5s] 


Nature are to us an infallible and unſhaken S. 


gurity that he never will do it. Man being an 


impotent and fallible Creature, liable not only 


to miſtake the true Nature and Importance of 
Things, but when he does underſtand his Du- 


ty rightly, liable alſo thro' the Prevalence of 


Habit and Paſſion, to be very backward and de- 
fective in performing it, muſt neceſſarily be ſub- 
| je& to ſuch Laws as contain in them Rewards 
and Puniſhments proper to influence his Hopes 


and his Fears. But as Gop on the contrary is 


a Being of all poſſible and infinite Perfections, 
an exact Knowledge of what we call Ri g 
and Wrong, Faſt and Unjuſt, ever hath and al- 
ways will exx{t in the Divine Mind, and be to 
him a perfect, conſtant, and invariable Rule of 
Action in relation to his Creatures. He that is in- 
te in Knowledge, cannot but know at all Times, 
and under the moſt (to us) difficult and perplex d 
Circumſtances of Things, what in its own Nature 


is beſt arid fitteft to be done, and (being void of 


all Bias, Prejudice and Paſſion) cannot but ap- 
prove of what is right and beſt, and being like- 
wiſe Almighty, no Power can poſſibly inter- 


rupt or prevent what he determines to accom- | 


” pliſh: So that it is morally impoſſible that 
| Gon ſhould do an evil Thing. Theſe Truths 
are ſo deducible from each other, and in them- 
ſelves ſo eyident to all unbiaſſed and inquiſitive 


Minds, that one would wonder to find Men 
of Learning and Integrity give into the con- 


I trary Sentiments; which in Effect they do, 
1 "ho hold Dodtrines naturally ſubverſfoe of the ſe 
1 fundamental 


"x 1 
fundamental Truths, which all certainly do, 
who, departing from the moral Good and 
Fitneſs of Things, reſolve all into mere /6- 
vereign Pleaſure, independent of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, which muſt ever be at hand to- 
co-operate with and govern the Exertion of 
their favourite Attribute, ſovereign Power it- 
ſelf; or if they do not exprefily affirm this, 
they do by another Method in Effect the very 
ſame thing, and that is by denying the intrin- 
fel Difference of Good and Evil, which ac- 
cording to them has no Foundation i in the Na- 
ture and Relations of Things, but takes its 
Riſe only from the mere Will a 4 Appoint- 
ment of the Deity. But if all gs are in 
themſelves equally Good, where is —4 Uſe ta 
appoint, or the Senſe of talking about it? Wif-- 
dom and Goodneſs muſt according to this 
Notion be idle and unmeaning Sounds, with- 
out Senſe or Service. But alas! the natural 
Conſequence of maintaining Tenets fo repug- 
nant to common Senſe, is ſeldom leſs than 
running into other Abſurdities, in themſelves 
equally great with what they are brought to 
defend. And here, as ſome of theſe Gentle- 
men are exalted, and I hope deſervedly, to 
the Dignity of Teachers in the Chriſtian Church, 
J hope they will permit me to aſk them a 
\ Queſtion or two, which I ſhould on almoſt 
any other Occaſion bluſh to aſk any rational 
Man, viz. If they do not perceive an intrinſic 
Beauty and Excellence in Virtue, as oppoſed 
to Vice, independent of all pofitive or arbi- 


trary 


1 71 
trary Appointment, tho of the Deity itſelf; 
and whether beſides the Commands of Gop 
4 (which to be dure are of great Importance, 
and ought ever to be urged with great Strength 
and Energy) they do not alſo preſi upon their 
Hearers the Practice of Virtue, and endeavour 
to recommend and inforce it on the Mind from 
3 its oꝛon native Charms? But to make this Mat- 
ter ſtill, if poſſible, more evident, let us ſup- 
poſe the preſent excellent Order of Things in- 
verted, and that God of his own mere Plea- 
Fare had given Mankind quite contrary Laws, 
and ' commanded Rebellion, Murder, Ingrati- 
tude, and all Manner of Intemperance and De- 
bauchery, inſtead of their oppofire Virtues, 
would the ſame Fitneſs, Beauty and Propriety 
appear to theſe Gentlemen, as there does now, 
in Virtue? If not, from whence the Difference 
ariſes, let them anſwer. 155 


Ass Goy is an infinite Mind or Spirit, per- 
fectly acquainted at every Inſtant of Time 
with whatever hath been, is, or ſhall be, and 
all Things pofible to be, tis evident that all 
poſſible Relations of Perſons and Things are 
fully known to him, and that all moral and 
divine Obligations ariſing from the Relation we 
ſtand in to Gop and to each other, were in 
their own Nature previous to actual Law or 
Commandment; becauſe the one was in Time, 
and the other eternal; one commenced only (at 
beſt) with the Being and Beginning of Creatures, 
the other was from all Eternity co-exiftent 
"i — with 


ſolutely im 


41 


wht the Bus- Wiſdom itſelf; and ford: ane: 


ſeparable: Concomitant therewith, that with 
regard to the Divine Being himſelf, it was ab- 
but that, on his creating 
Auch a Rank of:Beingy as we are, moral and 
religious Obligations muſt have been invariably 
and unalterabiy the fame z and if Gop's having 


_ commanded: the Practice of Virtue be its pe- 


culiar Sanction, and that alone which diſtin- 


guiſhes it from Vice or Evil, then by the ſame 


or as good an Argument, his commanding 
Light in the . is all the Reaſon we 
have for eſteeming Light and Darkneſs diffe- 
rent, as they really are, the one being the ac- 
tual Preſence of à real Body, and the other a 


mere Name to ſignify his Abſence; not that 
Vice is therefore a mere Name to ſignify the 
Abſence of Virtue for Compariſons ſeldom hold 


good in every minute Particular) but there is a 
Parity between the two Caſes, ſufficient to 
Juſtify my bringing in the one as an Illuſtration 
of the other. There is no Knowledge ore 


certain than what Mankind commonly have of 


Good and Evil, and he who, in order to ſerve 
any private Scheme of Religion, goes about to 
depreciate this Knowledge, robs Mankind of all 
Truth and Certainty whatever, and in the End 


ſubjects his own darling Schemes to the ſame | 
"Uncertainty ; for if we cannot judge of the 


Fitneſs of plain, moral Truth and Duty, nei- 
ther can we of any Scheme of Religion, more 
_—_ ſuch as hang together. more 1 Art 
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and human Contrivance, than by Reaſon or 
Revelation. th „ ien alan lv Sor 1 


939 


1 2 A ; 'f-4 | \ . | 3 aA 
r CEE #2 i 44 4 L : 4643. - 
Bz ix very deſirous to get all the Informa- 
tion I could concerning the Matter in Debate, 


I haye attentively read over Mr. Cole on the 


Sovereignty of Gop. I know tis thought an 
unanſwerable Performance; and fo far as it 
regards general Chriſtianity, it is worth every 
Chriſtian's ſerious Notice : But as to the Doc- 


trine. it was wrote to, ſupport, it leaves it (in 


my Judgment) no better than it, found it, but 


is miſerably weak and defective as to any Thin 
that Jooks like ſound Reaſon or true N 
and amounts to no more than this poor Aſ- 
ertion, That becauſe Gop is a Sovereign he may 
do what he pleaſes: And from the Inſtances he 
brings from Scripture, tis plain that Mr, Cole 
himſelf pays as little Regard to the intrinfick 
Worth =o Excellence of Things, as is done by 


” 


many of his Brethren. The Manner in which 
he has pleaſed to give us the Story of Facob and 


Eſau, proves the Truth of this Obſervation, 
I have no great Inclination to ſpend Time in 
explaining hard Paſſages of Scripture, or to 
treſpaſs on the Reader's Patience, by throwing 
one Text of hard and uncertain Meaning a- 


gainſt another; for by this Means the Contro- 


verſy hath been needleſsly prolonged. Where the 


riptures are plain, poſitive and reaſonable, their 


Authority ought to be conſcientiouſly adhered 


to: But as this is not always the Caſe, the 


next Thing to knowing what is the frue 


B Meaning 


151 


Naum + bf Ang Particular Text of Scrip ure, 


is to know what it neither does nor cu poſs 
ſibly mean; in which Caſe the Divine Attri- 
bültes,auck che Natufe and Reaſon, Br (if you 

. Fitneß ,of de hy 8„ 8 the beft its; 


nit; it is im ould ander- 

Hand the cettail 2 arfing of an) 
Text of Sctiptute (better; if altpge 55 r jo ter. 
28 we do Moth certainly that 855 is J 
Seba, ahd bub allo as clearly what Tu 


ve do when we apply them to bees. And 
this Rule, if Uuly obfetyed,  woiild be abun⸗ 


N of Scripture too commofily nn u 


bi thi a ths Tike Occaſions, Are bee. ? 


io never faili e t (to all Who attend 
duly to its Pont )i is worth while juſt to re- 
mark, that though, às the BihE now ſtands, 
Mete are in it bs We muſt 1 
ſotne Faſſages Which ( xcially at firſt fight 


Tem t6 favour the Dole e of Sovereignty, RE, 


yet as it is poffible, nay ſometithes eaſy to 
give them anbrher Pater tation, and he ge- 
neral Scope and Tenot bf the Sctipture being a- 


8 3 with fuch an Interpretation, we have 


tly mote Reaſon to rejef than to ad. 
mt of N Senſe in Which theſe Gentlemen 
Are, pleaſed to underſtand and expound many 
Texts of che Bible F to this and other 
aun Foints. 
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ohe mean, When applied to the Deity, Y 


dabtly ſufficiedt 10 fet afide many Thterpretas 
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1 
I wourp not, a8 as 1 phe hefore, pre- 
ſume to impoſe gn the Reader's Time and 
1 bl. ef ring unnscr te | 
ſeriptural Part of the 5 yet I muſt 
£3 — to make now and then an Opfer x- 
tion or two as I go along; 48 8 the grit Thing 
that falls in my way is, the 1 of Jae 
and E/ay, and the Accquyt whis 
gives; of jt, He not only relates the ON of 
ayes us that Jacabs obtaining he R 
was, of Divine Appointment, and *. 
more extraordinary) that the Falſe 105 Fraud 
he practiſed toagcomplith jt, 191 


all of Gs 


own immediate Direction; and this he giyes 


a5 an; Inſtance of Gon's Soperfiguty, and prq- 
Fele = | emen fen of Things, 
and the Nature of thoſe Laws e given 
to Man, nk PAP ROE ey e Bleſ- 
ing, or pre grant; 
but cannat ty i 1 AG OWE 
that the Means, by whic þ it was, a We reckon, 
accompliſhed, were Dipine alſo; There is a 
more natural or (at leaſt) more juitible way 
of deu for the whole Matter. Ac 
cording to  Accauynt, it ſeems plain, that 
Relecca and nat her nd, was 
oh to thi Delignation + of 9 

e Inguiry (when with Child) received 


uch an Aſſurancę from 7 Log p; Wy 
might be the firſt Cauſe of her "preferring Fa 
a6 to Eſau, and which in Time, 'tis probable 
grew up into a much greater Degree of. Par- 
tiality and Fingueſs i 1 ap Time the 800d 


— 


'x2 1 


-old Faß nb. ber Hin ſeems to 1 Y 


been entirely unacquainted with the Affair. And 
-when the Time drew nigh in which, according | 


(as ſome think) — Cuſtom, he was about to 
"bleſs his eldgſt 8 Rebecca then grew diffi- 
dent of the Accorpliſh ment of the Promiſe 
in Jacob's Behalf, and applied herſelf to the 
Means, which the Text ulbus was uſed on that 
Occaſion. As to the Authority thoſe Heads 
of Families had to confer Benefits on their Off- 
ſpring, by way of Bl:ſing, though I ſhall not 
much contend about it, yet 8 me Leave to 


make a few Obſervations. It don't appear to 


me that T/aac, in giving this Bleffing, did ſo 


properly or ſo much beſtow it on the Perſon 


of Jacob preſent, as he did on the Per/on of 
Eſau abſent; becauſe it is the Intention which 
"ought principall y to be regarded, and Eſau un- 
doubtedly was intended, Again, this way of bleſs- 
ang, &c. if confidered in itſelf as a mere Tra- 
dition, could be no more efficacious, than what 
now. prevails: in ſome Parts of the Cbriſtian 


Church. All true Authorit 9 of this kind (if | 


any there be) muſt reſult from immediate In- 
ſpiration and Command; and whether Jaac had 
theſe Qualifications, while Jacob ſtood before 
him, per ſonating Eſau, is a Matter of no ſmall 
Doubt and Diſpute. He was ( tis evident) much 
ſurpriſed at the Cheat pu on him by his 
Wife and Son, and would doubtleſs very will- 
_ ingly have given Eſau the Preference, accord- 

ing to his firſt Intention ; but ſomething fas 
pernatural ſeems. now to have ſeized and Hits 


fied 
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ed or attempted to obtain the Blefling in 


1 
* — mo — . 


fied him, that Jacob was the Perſon intended, 


for he cries out, I have bleſſed him, yea 
« and he ſhall be bleſſed. And this latter 
Aſſurance, and the Energy and Satisfaction 
wherewith the Words were ſpoken, I take 
ratber to have been the 7rue Bleſſing than the 
other. For as the Reaſon of Jacobs Diſſimu 
lation was intirely owing to his Mother's Dif- 
fidence and Impatience, ſo there is no Doubt to 
be made, but that the A/mizhry himſelf would, 
had ſhe not interfered, have brought it about 
in a manner becoming his Holineſs, and not 
by Fulſbood, Deceit, and Diſſimulation. Re- 


Diſſimu- 


ligion can never be more diſhongured, or the 
Diſpenſations of Gop to Mankind receive 
greater Reproach, than when Divine Purpoſes 
are under (Gop's immediate Direction) faid 


to be accompliſh'd by Methods in themſelves 


evil and immoral, and altogether oppoſite to 
His Commands. Hath he forbid us lying 
under the Penalty of Hell. Fire, and ſhall he 


himſelf practiſe it, or immediately influence 
another to do it, for the ſake of bringing to paſs 
ſome Event, which he could as eaſily have 


accompliſh'd by Methods purely righteous and 
honourable! And had Jacob never been prompt- 
1 man- 
ner he did attempt it, tis more than probable that 
Gop, who removed 1/aac's Surpriſe, and cauſed 


him to ſay as he did, © I have bleſſed him, yea and 


he ſhall be bleſſed, would never have permit- 
ed or impowered 1/aac to have bleſſed Eſau in 


an effectual manner beyond his Brother: or if 


a mere 
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1141 
mers. Pronouncing of Words, when uttered 
'* Heli from the Heads of Families 
in ita oF r= 1b Ble mg, * 

had attempted to beſtow it on 
o no doubt would have e his Mouth 
. e u, as he did an angther Qc- 
len. tp: Hed of roles by an Angel 


8 — ] P ner no > nw rr 


eee 


vio L os # it be allowed that 
nol ſing the Mouth cl on "7 
| 1 4 ory to Far 75 en Faceh gh 


which Gop 


; i ns 1 en 15 ood a f Bot 
; of the Divine Bein ap⸗ 
1 e Raben oh j „ but to Mr. Cole him- 
; For - 4 ence Prejudice or 


are certain herein Trath will diſ- 
play Alk to the Reaſon and Fe of 
kind, and extort even 


e Conceſſions in her Favour, Take the 


1, 2d Edit, © To this alſo mi 
e 


laid npon the Cordon: Diſpenſers of his 
© Law); as DET. to judge the People with 


. relpect rer rſons; yea he curſeth them that 
Fe pervert, Judgment, and will ſurely reprove 
e them that accept Perſons; and ſhajl martal 

e e e chan God? ll he under 


* fu 


him, and that this Interpreaatyon. of 4 8 707 i 


have 105 ſome Minds, there 


pf thoſe who ſometimes. oppoſe her, the ke) 5 
Grd, Bi. a8 an Inſtance—(ale's Sovereignty of 
the ſtrict Injunctions that Gop hath 


* 5a udgment, 15 en eee, nor 


gg Zen Ee 
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plicable Arya Sin 6f Lying, br dae e 
any Sitt whatever ; and La oppo to Every 
Grace Reader,” if ahy tte to the 

f could be ürged zt fi n Ae. 
cut 'of the Affar between Fucbh and a! 
of even #gainit the Hoctrine itſelf which 
writes his Book to ſupport: and this, in Can 
juhivh with ray fortgoitig Atgurtienits, may, 
1 Hope, be Anſwher IA for the Uſe they 
make ef all ether pifallet Places kgs, t 


'B * this Contelon” tis pl, that Juſtice 
dad Goodndls in Geb ate confidered tlie ſatire 
as in us; how elſe were it poſſible to under - 
ſtand what the Laws of Gop truly mean? Be 
75 perfect, as your Father which is it Heaven 
; 8a — Indication (taking in the 
TER '& the moral Perfections of the Pivine 
Nature, in Part apparent to us, as the Text ob- 
ſerves, from his admirable Bounty in the 
Creation! he cauſeth his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth His Rain 
bn the Juſt and the Unzuſt. Thougł᷑ at other 
Times theſe Getitlenien, when hafd pinched 
with the Iniquity and Injuſtice of their Dov 
trines, apply for Refuge to the Sovereignty of 
Gop,-and give. ſtrong Intimations, that Jwftce 


and Goodneſs, 1 applied to Gop, are 
mere unmeaning Sounds, which at beſt fo 


nify 


[IN 
vify Nhat: mene ſovgreign. Pleaſure pleatea to 
do; and that when applied.to Man, they fig+ | 
nify quite another Thing. And this naturally 

leads me to the ſecond Thing 1 propoſed to con- 
ſicdler, vis. That allowing _ Doctrine of 
El&on..to.be, as they lay, reſolveable into 
Gop's -Sovereignty 3; that; Gop is juſt ſuch a 
Sovereign as this Doctrine ſup ppoſes, and theſe 
Gentlemen W 0 him to be; that they have 
his Word for their own Election and Salvation; 
yet even then there could be no manner of 
Certainty as to Religion, no Dependance on 
the Promiſes and Threatenings of the Goſpel; 
and conſequently the ſuppoſed Ele& muſt beat 
the Air, and run at the ſame or as great Un- 
 certainties,.7as any other Perſons, whatever un- 
der the benen of Kaen. an 1 — 1 Bee 
Mer 1 07 of e Neg „ 
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chem that — are his Elect, and that he will 
give them eternal Life; Which, allowing the 
Doctrine of Election to be true, is generally | 
much more than they can prove, either to 
themſelves 7 to others: allowing, I fay, the 
Doctrine of Elackim to be clearly 1 revealed:in 
© Scripture, there will be this Difficulty behind, 
as to the certain Marks of being of that Num- 
ber. The Scripture muſt alſo as clearly reveal 3 
the Macks as it does the Doctrine, or we 
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ſhall 


iy 7 with Wee 21 
ene 6 of is | 


de 


Man ith, concerning i 

'trige; and himſelf, can ei depart f Fram, It 
Yet there were, WG LC Century, many 

Inſtances. of Perſons 2c alous in that way, who 

Jaw Occaſion, afterwards to renounce the Doe- | 

rige itlelf, and with it that , imaginary and 
.ungrounded .. Canceit fb; their being, for no 


[Reaſon whatever, 12 dear Chi dren and Fa- 
d: embrace 1 in its room the 


LEA, | 


. ot "ye 159% GW. ©, 


'Do&trines « 
and upon the beſt, Real : 

_ out. the one, Gop cannot; be Juſt, fo. > wins 
© the other, Man, being po Agent, 

Sabje& of Rewards and Puni ments. 5 Naas 
ry Men were before thought. to be dee by 
their moſt ſpiritual and beſt. Judging, Bri thren, 
who pronounced them Pops n Ghry, 


and 


nſbaken. in the Faith.; a | NT ihe 
Jad dged goncerhipg eee 2. Butt the Grace 
of Gop being once. permitted: bi ery to operate 
in the Mind, it ſoon expelled that Ignorance 
and ne. of Spirit, which (even in 
many well meaning Ferſane) is the 1 | 

Effect of ſuch narrow] Doctri 1 ving 

this Faith be no certain. Mark, becauſe a 
| 5 WE {deport from . 10 Proof "ih 
allowing e a 5 
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| one. as a Sovereign, 


one Conduct. 


1 18 h; . 
mY in off their o-] darling " Princix be 
BE geen amount to juſt x 3 2 at all; 
Gor may Prong 
ne. thing, and intend, nay do another, 


7 * ST contraty ; nor can they prove or have the 


the leaſt Aſfürance he will not thus deal Wi 
them, without recurring to other Principles, 
Which will old equally ſtrong againſt the 
Doctrines themſel ves to thisDilernine are theſe 
Gentlemen inevitably reduced; they muſt ei- 
ther give up the Doctrines, or part with any 
Security of Dependance on Gop himſelf as to 
their own Happineſs, It will be in vain hete 


to refer to ps Goda of God, though on my 


Frinciples the Argument would be unanſwer- 


LN Abl. ej on theirs it is ftark naught, and avails ” I 


"nothing," And pray obſerve-'the double Deal- 
ing this reduces them to; it is ſomething like 
"ſetting up 7wo Gods inſtead of one, or, which 
is much the ſame, , aſcribing | to the one eternal, 
 unchangeable Behn, an inconſiſtent aid con- 

fie is, ft, a mere arbi⸗ 
trary Being that decrees, dr pretends to decree, 
by mere Sovereign Pleafurs only, the Salvation 
of the Elect; but, becauſe ſuch a Being may 
as well break his Promiſe as keep it, here 
is another to make good the Promiſe, who in- 


"variably acts according to the moral Fitneſs of 


Things: Or, if you take it the other way, 
here is, 1/7, A Promiſe made as a mere Sovereign, 


unidetertpined by, and unregardful of Al moral 


Obligations; ad, 24%, The Performance of 
! Promi iſe is expetted from a Principle of 
Juſtice 


failed as be did, Page 72. 


(191. 
Juſtice and Goodneſs; ever conformable 79 


the moral Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things: And 


certainly, in either Caſe, it leaves Things very. 
recarious; nor can the Promiſes of ſuch a 
as this (I ſpeak it with all poſſible Re- 


verence to the true Gop himſelf) be any thing 
near ſo valuable, or fit to be depended on, 


as the Engagements of a good and worthy 
Man. And whatever theſe Gentlemen, to 
puta more plauſible Out- ſide on their Doctrines, 
ſay, concerning the Freedom and Excellence 
of that State, wherein our firſt: Father Adam 
was created; and the Paſſibility of his having 


remained perfect! y innocent, and the Bleſſings of 
eternal Life which would have been dene de- 


rived to Al. L. his Poſterity, it 18 plain to me 
they generally believe no ſuch thing; but that, 
on the contrary, Gop abſolutely willed and de- 
creed the Fall of Adam. Mr. Cole himſelf, 


their great Adyocate, is. far from ſuppoſing 


the Condition of Adam to have been proper 


for abiding long in Obedience to the Diving 
Command, or that, had he ſtood, his Poſterity 


would have thence become impeccable and hap- 


py : on the contrary, he repreſents Adam's Con- 
dition as a very weak and imperfect State, b 


no means ſuited ta the Temptations which his 


Maker knew he would ſhortly be expoſed to 
and overcome with; and all his Poſterity, had 


they been tried one by one, would ö 10 al ch ny 
18 does 


not amount to ſomething equal to a poſit tive 
Allectian chat Gor willed the Fall of Adam, 
C = and 
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10 In Stinkhtionce of it, the Guilt 'and Deſert 

of eternal Death, which is faid to be thenee 
Aae, 1 do not know what is or can be 
equal to it; de all chis and much more 
51 eafily be . refolved i on — 3 
Sovereignty : and whoever 

at ck e let them canfult their great 
| apoſtle Mr. Calin. But to repeat in part 

nd: further purſue my Argument, to prove 
chat tho a. Man of this Faith has Gop's own 
Ward for his Election and Salvation, he can- 
Not on this Principle, of mere Soverrignty, rea- 
fonably ot ſafely depend on it: My 3 
is ſhort aha plain, I have given 
becauſe Go, as a Sorin, may do juſt what 
he pleaſes, keep His Promiſes, or ak them. 
There can be no Poſſibility of evading this Ar- 
Zument, without coming back to the Good+ 
Ir of Gor, which is N. once to ſet aſide mere 
85 Neigen Pleafure, and evidently recurring ta 
the moral Fitneſs of Things,” As much as 


theſe Gentlemen are pleaſed to defpiſe this 


moral Fitneſs, and ſuperſtitiouſſy exalt the 
Wil of Gov in Of 
28 Goodneſs of Gov: proves that he cannot 


break tlie Promiſe he has made to them of e- N 


tetnal Life, it is at leaſt as ſtrong a Proof to 
me, that ſuch a goo Being could not poſſibly 
make me for eternal Miſery, or which is the 
very fame Thin ng, will or decree the Fall of 
Adam, And pa fs the Sentence of eternal Death 
on all his Potety ; the far eateſt Part of 
whom tie leaves f * thi Condition to 


everlaſingly, 


tion thereto; and if 
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reſt. 


A Dun Survey of the two a0 Condi 
tions of. the Elec and Non-ele&, may ſerve 
to ſet this Matter in a clear Light. "Dep 
| ing in himſelf antecedent to the Exiſtence of 

all other Brings, . infinitely glorious and happy, 
could have no 383 for Creatures to add 
to his Rleſſedneſs; all that we call evil, ſuch as 
Cruelty and Injaſtice in Man, ever ariſes from 
ſuch a vicious and er rjett State of Mind, 
as cannot, for that Reaſon, poſſibly belong ta 
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1, 

; Deity. As the eee TON theſe Evils 
t Fj ariſe cannot therefore be in Gop, ſuch a Con- 
duct, as theſe Doctrines ſuppoſe, is alſo equally 
i impoſlible to proceed — Gop, whole only 
nent in — muſt be to communicate 
s Happineſs to his Creatures; Creation infers 
a Providence, and to bring a ſenſible rational Be- 


a 


ing into this World; and, inſtead of taking 

due Care of its Safety and Happineſs, to decree 
and render — 5 miſerable, is in its own 
Nature much warſe, than making an abſolute 
—_— of eternal _ to ang. created Being, 
A fappornting that Being © its Happineis, 
whether by 2 — y being changed to 
another uy or Mode of ms . — 

than the preſent mortal: Liſe tis only a Brea 
of Promiſe, which, in ſuch a Sovereign, is a 
mere Trifle. We have uo natural Right to 
Immortality, much leſs to immortal Happi- 
er 3 effect ung 
ut 
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Biit lit" created in a weak, dependent State, 


and ſurrounded with Wants, Sc. we haue a 


natural Right to the Care and Protection of 


our Maker; and the we allow no formal. Pro- | 


miſo be made on our Behalf, the very AF it- 
falf of cteating: en Beings, and the Condition 
we are made I ' contains in it the Subſgance of 
a Promiſe; and we may be aſſured Gop' will 
have” proper regard to ſuch Beings. If Gop 
be gracious enough to give eternal Life, to 
which- we have not the Iegſt natural Right, 
can he poſſibly with-hold that which, from 
out Make and Dependance on him, we have 
juſt Neaſon to expect ? and how much more 
impoffible is it that he ſhould make us for 
evetlaſting Miſery! to make one Man for 
Danmation,: is — worſe than promiſing 
eternal Life to another, and breaking that Pro- 
miſe; he that does the former, cannot be de- 
pended on in the latter. Methinks the very 
Creation itſelf, and bountiful Proviſion there is 
made fer the Accommedation and Happineſs of 
Man, might aſſure us, that (Man being made 
principally for another World) a proportionate 
Care will be taken of his more important and 
everlaſting Concems; Which preſents me with 
a fair Opportun Ity « of expoſing a' Notion theſe 
Gentlemen hold, or a Method they have of 
interpreting 1 ſuch- Plain Texts of Scripture as are 
brought to prove Gopꝰ's general Care and Pro- 
vidence over his Creation; in particular, where 
David fays, The tender Mercies of the 


INE © Lox pare ove all his Works: This, if you 
believe 
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think'Mr. Gill ſays. But what then; Is nb In 
ference thence tobe made? If | Gor” be chus 


that ? lis a natural and ſtrong Way of arguing, 
and it was our Saviour'sown Method of arging, 
as the meſt Plain and Concluſive, Where 


c. HoW-Ʒ much more ſhall he cloath ou, 
one: Caſe as much above the othet! as immortal 
-and ſuppoſe any of us ſhould f e with 


and Affliction, would hot the fame Spirit of 
Friendſhip and Humanity have à fromger Sym- 
P parly, when Affliction becomes more intenſe 
Fand ſevere? to be tender and pitiful in che leaſt 
and Joweſt Matters, and unregardful's and cruel 
in i ant and everlaſting Concerns, is, with 
regard to the Divine Being, a moral Impoſli- 
bility; tis beneath human Nature and Pru- 
dence; and the Practice of a good Man: And 
yet theſe Doctrines teach this hertible Py 

1 the great Gon himſelf. 

2 AJSRD anon Ons odd 

10 ſum up this Argument, That Being who 
| can make a ſenſible rational Creature on pur- 
Veſe for Damnation, inſtead of taking a rea- 
re 


8 Eonable Care of it, Which, from its Make and 
he | I Pependance, it has a Right to expect; as much 
ou | , bs though a formal Promiſe were made, - "_ 
NC 8 W1 


vilieſs them, relates only to this Jie 4 181 


tender to provide Temporale, 'how' much more | 
will he be kind to the Soul and provide for 


fore if Gop:ſo cloath the Graſs of the Field, 
ene Mat vi. 30. The Argument riſes in 
Liſe is preferable to. the preſent” mortal State ; 


a near Friend under a fnall Digres of Pain 


2 E Dos. on bis}. ce, 


4 Let I =>, <2 


t 24 
with Altogether- as much (uv mort). "a 
break its Promiſes — Life naue to a | 
Creature of the ſame. Kind; its Claim not be- 
ing founded; in Nature, but built on Promiſe, | 
-As-the former would he a more cruel and un- 
Bs is capable. of doing —— can have 3 
Perfaims in his Nature ſufficient to ſecure 
the Ble againſt bis doing the otber ; and on 
this duila and bun Prixtip le of Severeignty, | 
at is poſſible that, with — to Relegion, | 
Things may be quite rever/ed hereafter; the 
Eid, as they are called, made miſerable; and 
the Fan- Bappy. I think we may chal- 
(lenge the Whole World to ſbew on ahi mad 
| \Prineiple. the contrary ; and why, as well as 
x delſe, ſuch an Oeconomy may not 
be reſolvsd into Sovereign — Gn ; 
to aur conveyed; ſuch: errant: Falſhoods by the 
Inſtrumentality ef Jacobs. Mouth; "Wy math 1 
make the ſame dęccigſul ie of the Bible, ot 
even of his own immediate Word in regard to 
the Ha If God, as Mr. Gil I think ohſerves, 
has two Wills, One publick Will of Com- 
mand, and another of Intention, which is 
re private; Why, wich regard to: the Elec, 
may he not promiſe one thing, and intend, na 
— on andther? One-would think it impof 
Aible: for any rational Man to think thus: of h his} 
"Creator, that it is poſſible he ſhould cemmand 
one Thing under the ere Penalties, and al 
dhe ſame Time not only auill and intend; buli 
e and —— work to accomplith 15 , 


ES E210 
the contrity, and after all puniſh ſeverely the 
Creatures concerned, whom ka actuates to 
bring his ſeeret Purpoſes to paſs: If there cant 
be ſuch a thing as arbitrary Power and tyran- 
nical Government, in is — worſt gene er 
all, here it is. And here certainly is all che 
Cruelty; Folly, and Tyranny which Tt614 you 
in the Beginning the Government of uch 
an arbitrary Being (as theſe Gentlemen repre- 
fent the Deity to be) muſt ever Be liable to. 
It is evident, that as worthy Sentiments of Gon 
and of Religion better the Mind and improve 
the Underſtandine, ſo do weak and ſuperſtiti- 
ous Principles corrupt the intellectual F. acult 
and render the Soul more inhuman than 15 
in its natural State, unaſſiſted aid unimproved 
by Dieine Grace. I have the rather made uſe 
of this Argument, not only becauſe I have ne- 
ver ſeen it urged before, but Becauſe I think 
it more nearly affects Men of this Faith than 
any I have hitherto met with. 1 may be 
miſtaken; but while it has ſuch weight with 
me, Leangoet but earneſtly recommend it to the 
cloſe and impartial Confideration of all who 
profeſs this Faith; more eſpecially thoſe who 
h it publickly to the World; whoſe Ac- 
nowledgement of what I take to beTruth, or 
friendly Animadverſions thereon, will be Mat- 
ter of no ſmall Satisfaction to me: but I muſt 
here enjoin one Caution, vi. that it will be ab- 
ſolutely 1 in vain to produce Texts of Scripture, till 
this Point is better ſettled between us. In the 
_* of NNE the plaineſt Scripture Proofs, I 
D allow 
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allow theſe Gentlemen to be very ſkilful oY 
EXPER nor can I help believing, that a ſmall | 


| of the * and Dexterity uſually 2 
exerciſed on theſe Occaſions, would in Men of | 
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bf! contrary Principles, or even in. themſelves, | 
| could they be perſuaded to think differently, Tr 
Ui! be. abundantly ſufficient to overthrow even the ang 
bt Doctrines — and here J might ſafe- 0 
I ly. reſt the Argument, and make a final End tha 
bf of. it. © Sovereignty; ſuch an one as they con- alſe 
tend for, once proved, any thing whatever Na 
may be allowed to follow, and all Diſputations the 
will be utterly i in vain. Allow but the Raman age 
Church i its Infallibility, and the Truth of other an 
ines will unavoidably follow. Till theſe f vt 
ntlemen, I tay; ſet my main Principles: aſide, bee 
al the Scripture i in the World will be nothing ng 
to their Purpoſe. Not but in the main the all 
Bible is againſt them; for the Scriptures reveal py 
, 2D's Being and Attributes. more clearly than De 
| they. do. moſt Points of Doctrine: The Reaſon. the 
I becauſe. the Dering commonly embraced. 1 
are in themſelves not ſo plain to Reaſon, as Ml 
the Being and Attributes of Gon; the latter ſup 
being generally acknowledged in all Chriſtian m 
8 rhyg wan tho' at the ſame Time they widely |} pol 
. icular Doctrines, ſome f W. 
whic . no doubt been greatly corrupted in be 
patiing through various Hands and Tranſlations :: mw_ 
and. I bave been informed by much better thi 
5 ges than I pretend to be, "that the New nn 
Hament, even in theſe very Doctrines I have hk 


bpenconmendingagainſ, hasby fone Partiolity.or. Nas 
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Nez lc been made to ſpeak more roundly 1 in 
che Favour, than the original Greek or beſt 
Copies will ſupport; and that in ſome Places 
the Meaning of the Original i is inverted in the 
T ranſlation. The Scriptures not only reveal- 
ing to us the Being and Attributes of Gop 
more clearly than it * many Doctrines, and 
that Wr = all true 8 being 
alſo in itſelf Aly agreeable to the Light af 
Nature; A erden we are bound to 5 ject 
the moſt poſitive Text of Scripture milltatib io 
againſt this everlaſting and fundamental Tru 
and rather than part with it, we had much better 
ſuppoſe the Writer, as to diſputable Points, to have 
been miſtaken at the firſt, or the true Mean- 
ing corrupted by others. The Tranſlators are 
allowed to have been fallible Men, and tis very 
probable ſome Errors might creep in at t 
Door: But it will not ſo eaſily be granted that 
the inſpired Writers could miſtake, nor would 1 
" 201. it, unleſs in very extraordinary Caſes, 
re either that or ſomething worſe muff be 
cuppa and fuch a Suppoſition will I am fire 


much better become us, than to imagine it 


poſſible for Gop to make a Revelation of his 
Will to Man, which ſhall upon Examination 


be found contrary to his Being and Goodneſs, as 
well as expreſsly contrary to other plain Parts of 


this Revelation. Tho the Argument, I ſay, 

might be ſafely reſted here, yet asthereare ſome; 5 
well meaning Perſons, who believe that Adam 
was made upright, and furniſhed with a Stock 


ef Strength and Underſtanding ſufficient to pre- 


D 2 ſerve 


* 


= (28 
ferne his Innocence; that Gon made a Cove- 
Sant with him, 2s our Federal or Repreſenta- | 

rive Head, wherein it was ſtipulated, that if 
he continued upright during the Time of Pro- 
| bation allotted, a// his Poſterity ſhould be / 
ever happy; but that if he fell, .a// ſhould | 
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him of any thing that was his own bei 


1 29 ] 


obtained {eſpecially if the Thing covenantel 


for, has an immediate, or may have a very 
fatal tho very remote Tendency, to make 


 aggetched and unhappy) which in this Caſe, with 
 r1&Fard to the unborn, could not. poſſibly be 


had. I am ſenſible the Gentlemen againſt 
whom 1 am arguing (eſpecially Mr. Gill) have 
many pretty Inventions to juſtify ſuch a Conduct 
in the Divine Being, ſuch as producing parallel 


Inſtances drawn from the allowed Practice of 
Men, -and Uſage of the State; in 
the Law relating to High-Treaſon, whereby a 


particular 
Rebels immediate Deſcendants are deprived of 
their Father's Eſtate, with others of a like 
Kind ;. to all which, what I am about to offer 
may, I hope, bea fufficient Anſwer: Thetwo 
Caſes differ ſo widely, that it will be no eaſy 
Undertaking to make any Thing of this In- 
ſtance in their Favour ; and 'tis very ſurpriſin 

to find Men of the brighteſt Intellects fo 3 


as to argue and infer, from the Laws of Fallible 


Men, to the Laws of an I:fallible and Holy 
Being: For ſuch Inſtitutions as Men, in this weak 
and imperfect State, may think convenient for 
their own Sakes and the Good of Society to 


_ eſtabliſh and ordain, can. be 70. Rule to him, 


whoſe Infinite Wiſdom and Almighty Power 
ſet him far above. all ſuch Neceſſity. Nor, 


again, does this Caſe come up to the Matter 


in Diſpate : It is true, that the Son of a Rebel 
cannot, according to our Laws, inherit his Fa- 
ther's Eſtate ; but what then, does it deprive 
ore? 


No; 


= —— 
22 
= 


SE n 
. r AX 


. n r 3 

— — og 2» — eB x" : — 
TEE Ig TER — — 12 
— > - 8 


| 


tz 
: 
44 
11 
; 
A 
1 
$14 
i 4 
th 
6 
241 
5 


— 
— —— 
8 — 


RAT Des Hoot, 

n — 

r 
22 


EE — 


— — 
” r E 
A hb town > 4 1 
— — — 
2 * — 
a . — 


rr ee. 


ö 
—— — — 


| [30] 
No; the Law convicts the Rebel whilez 
feen of his Eſtate, which it confiders as _ 
— and bh therefore it juſtly takes 
way for his own Offence. Indeed, in Caſes of He- 
Peſſeffons, it may ſeem a little hard, 
— prevents the next Heir from inherit- 
ing; but if there there be any Evil or Imperfection in 
this, we muſt excuſe it for the Sake of the 


Intent; which might be for the general Good, 


the more effectually to deter Men from trea- 


fotiable Cunſpiracies againſt their Prince, where- 


by the Happineſs of Society hath been often 
— diſturbed, and whole Kingdoms and 
Countries depopulated: but in this Caſe it is not 
ſtrictly the Heir's, till he comes into Poſſeſſion; 

for the Law by which he may poſſeſs hereafter; 


bath in it this particular Exception, as to the 


Crime of High Treaſon, which, whenever it oc 
erb as to the Parent, renders the Son incapaa 
ble, Sc. With regard to our Laws, we may; 
in ſome Senſe; be {aid to make them: ourſelves, 


by our Repreſentatives, whom we conſtitute 


for that End: and tis beſides very probable, 
that ſome great Men, who formerly poſſeſſed; 
great Eſtates, and ſettled them on the Male 
Heirs in their Families from one Generation 
ta another, might help to make this very Luo 
itfelf concerning Treaſon, and 9 
they could not but acquieſce with this very Ex- 
ceptian to the Right of Inheritance in their Po- 
ſterity. But if ĩt be ſtill aid to be umuſt, though 
neceſſary, tis no Argument; for jt cannot be un- 


* * or che Law, in this Caſe, 


24 dun ht 


| b 31 3 
ought rather 0 with ſubmiſſion) ſo far as it affect 


a Man's Children, to be alter d; and if it robs 
us of the Security Which ariſes y deterring 
the Parent on Account of the Evils which 
ſhall afterwards befall his Child, tis eaſy to re- 
medy this, by laying an additional Puniſhment. 
on the Traitor himſelf; which, as Seff is much 
neareſt to us all, might better prevent the Sin 
of Rebellion? _ the preſent Law be juſt in 
itſelf, there can be no Objection to it; if it be 
unjuſt, no Argument of any Weight can be 
drawn fi rom it in regard to the Divine Being. 
who is holy, wiſe, and true, and ſo are all his 
Ae concerning che Children of er 
To bring this favourite Inſtance of theirs up 
to the Point, they ſhould have produced a 
Law which ſubjected the Son. (tor the Father's. 
Offence) to the /ame corporal Puniſhment with 
the Father, and then muſt havep proved ſuch a 
Law to be Juſt and good. But as theſe Gen- 
tlemen are ſo fond of bringing Inſtances from 
the Practice of Men in this frail State, in 
Juſtification of their own Doctrine, I ſhall pre- 
ſent them with one or two of my own, Mur- 
der has ſometimes been committed under ſuch 
Circumſtances, that though the Murderer has 
been arraigned, there Mc been no room to 
condemn him, all Circumſtances having con- 
curred, in the Eye of the Law, to acquit 
him; will the Almighty therefore acquit him :. 
Again, on the other hand, in the Caſe of 
Murder, things have ſo fallen out, as to make 
an ADELS Perſon look like the Maurderet, in 7 


Hi} To 


e 
the Eye of the Law or Court, which bas 
therefore ſometimes proceeded to Death itſelf; 
is this Man therefore guilty before God? I 
have put theſe two Caſes, purely to ſnew the Ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch kind of Arguments: and I hope 
they will conſider better of it, and advance them 
no farther. o | 363 £90 


Ir there was ſuch a Covenant between Goy 
and Adam, tis ſtrange no Notice ſhould be taken 
of it in the Law given to Adam, as laid down 
in the Bible, and where, of all Places, we have 
moſt Reaſon to expect it—this muſt ſurely have 
been the fitteſt Place for its Inſertion— Nor is 
it only abſent here, for there is no poſitive Ac- 
count of any ſuch Covenant in all the O/d 
Teftament. | Beſides, when the Law was given, 
and threatening (in Caſe of Diſobedience) pro- 
nounced on Adam, twas merely perſonal —I 
the Day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
die. And when Adam and Eve had broke the 
Command, and Gop deſcended to judge them 
for it, their Sentences-were per ſonal and par- 
ticular, and no reproaching Adam on the Ac- 3% 
eount of Evils to be thence brought on his Poſte- 
rity, and much leſs of eternal Damnation. The 
Jeus indeed, many of whom were weak #| 
enough to embrace any Abſurdity at all, had 

by ſome Means contracted a Notion, not alto- 
gether unlike this of original Sin, probably from 

a 'Miſunderſtanding of the ſecond Command. 
ment, which ſpeaks of ** viſiting the Iniquity of 
< the Father upon the Children, &c.” But tis 
highly worthy of our Notice, that Gop him-' |F 
24.5 | ſelf 
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( 33 ] 
| ſelf was greath diſpleaſed withe their having im- 
bibed this Notion, and employed the Prophet 
Ezekiel to refute'it at large; the Subſtance of 
which I cannot avoid ſetting down, it being ſo 
full to my Purpoſe. The Prophet introduces 


it thus, Ezek. xvii. 2. What mean ye, tbut ye 


uſe this Proverb in Tfrael, "The Fathers have 


eaten ſour Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 


ſet on edge? Ver. 4. Behold 40! Souls are mine, 
as the Soul of the Father, fo alfo the Soul of the Son 
is mine : tbe Soul that fmeth, it ſpall die. The 
Prophet then from ver. 5. to 19. puts the u 
Cafes of a righteous: Man's'having a wicked Son, 
and a wicked Man's having a righteous Son, in 
order to ſhew that neither is the one ber- 


ter for his Father's Uprigh tneſs, nor the other 


at all wor /e for his Father's Wickedneſs; but that 
all is, as it ſhould be placed tothe Account of their 
own Meritsor Demerits. Ver. 20. The Soul that 


fimeth, it ſhall die: the Son | ſhall not bear the 
Iniguity of the Father, neither ſhall the Father 
bear the Iniquity of the Son; the Righteouſneſs 
of: the Righteous. ſhall be npon him, and the Wick- 


edneſs of the Wicked ſhall be upon bim. Ver. 23. 
Have I any "Pleaſure at all that the Wicked 


ſhould die? faith the Lord God: and not that be 


ſhould return from his Ways and live? Ver. 25. 


Yet ye ſay, The Way of the: Lord is unequal. 
Hear nom, O e of Tjraet, Is not my Way 
equal? are not your W. yt unequal ? Ver. 32. 

For I have no Phaſure in the Death of him that 
dieth, ſaith the Lord God: wherefore turn 


felves and live ye. 


E Wozps 
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r Wonps more poſitive againſt this Doctrine 


cannot be laid together. Juſtice and Equity are 
Here, by the Almighty himſelf, conſidered as the 


very ſame, both in God and Man; and the 


fame Jjuſtice and Equity which He command 


us to make the Rule of our Actions, tis evi- 


dent He bere makes tlie Rule of bis own, He 


blames them for their falſe Principles, their 


Ignorance and Bigotry, and is not a little 


offended becauſe they thought him capable of 
acting in ſo evil and unrighteous a Man- 
ner, as would be that of puniſhing the Child 
for the Parent's Offence; and ſtrongly and 


ſolemnly aſſures them he will do no ſuch 


Thing: and' as Juſtice and Equity would not 


bear it then, it is plain that Gop could never 
take any ſuch-cruel and diſreputable Meaſures, 


either in the Beginning, or at any time after- 
wards. To act thus at the Creation of Man, 


and diſdain the Imputation with Indignation ; 
after wards, argues a ſtrange. Inconſiſtency in 


the Conduct of Gor towards Men; but the 
Truth is, the ſame Reaſons which matte him 
abhor Ae. Imputation afterwards, could not 
but infallibly prevent his making any ſuch un- 
righteous Covenant in the Beginning. What 
would yoù think of a Man, who is a Villain 


to-day, and boaſts much of his great Honeſty 


to-morrow? But ſuppoſe there was ſuch a 


Covenant, our Condition, in point of Innocence, 5 


is juſt the ſame as it would be without! it; we. 
could have no manner of Concern with Agam's 
| Tran 
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Tranſgreſſion, 480 our Tagodengs:! in either 
Caſe Nigg exactly the ſame, Gop cannot but 
look upon us (in our natural State, before we 
commit Sin) as Creatures that never did any 
Thing to offend him, and conſequently be 
gracious and kind to us; and if we are as inno- 
cent, as tho no ſuch Covenant had ever been 
made, Gop cannot but regard us according- 
ly : and this proves that fuch a Covenant 
could never be made, becauſe to no good or 
valuable End. To talk as ſome do of our 


exiſting in Adam at the Time of his Tranſgreſ- 


ſion, is very abſurd, when, as intelligent and 
free Creatures, it is evident we did not exiſt at 
all. Sin is a Tranſgreſſion of ſome Law, 
which we have at the /ame time Power to keep. 
Gop never requires Impoſſibilities. He that 
made Man knows beſt what he is capable of, 
and hath undoubtedly taken. care to propor- 
tion the Duties he requires of Man, to the 
Powers he hath beſtowed on him. The con- 
trary would be very hard dealing indeed—If a 
Law be given to me, I muſt in the firſt Place 
have Underſtanding ſufficient to judge of its 
Authority, and the Obligations it lays me un- 
der; and, in the ſecond Place, I muſt have 
Power to keep it, otherwiſe it can never be a 
Law ſuitable to me; and a Man's Age, Com- 


flexion, Stature, and Circumſtances, are as juſt 


Cauſes for Damnation as the Breach of a 
Law which lies beyond the Reach of his 
| Knowledge and Abilities, But ſuppoſing in 
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the laſt Place, that Gon did make ſuch a Cove- 
nant with Adam, Ge. (tho I think I have ſhewn 
it to be impoſſible) let us ſee how the Doctrines 
of Election and Preterition will turn out then, 
T have already endeavoured to make it appear 
that Gop does not act in that arbitrary Man- 
ner which theſe Gentlemen teach; that though 
he is indeed governed by no Law without, 

Dr accountable to any for what he is pleaſed 
to do, yet his own Rectitude of Mind is 
to him an invariable Rule of Righteouſneſs, 
equally fecure to all the Intents and Purpoſes of 
a written Law without: and this argues the 
adorable: and incomparable Excellency of his 


Being, who, tho' by Nature he is infinitely * 


above all Power and Authority whatever, yet 
his moral Perfections continually prompt him 
to promote the Happineſs of the meaneſt of 
his Creatures. It was ſovereign Goodneſs (ra- 
ther than ſovereign Pleaſure) which prompted 


the Almighty to create Man, in order to com- 


municate Happineſs to him; and if Adam's 
Poſterity might be ſaid to fall i in him, yet Gop 


muſt at leaſt look on them in a more favour- 


able Manner, than if they had actually ſinned 
themſelves; and conſequently it could never 
ſuit with his Goodneſs to puniſh eternally 
any one under this Circumſtance, without fie: 


giving him an Opportunity of recovering from 


his lapſed State; nor could he ordain the 


Means on Purpoſe to /ave ſome by electing 
Grace, without ſaving 


all. Gop does nothing 


without ſufficient Reaſon : he could fave none 
under 


Coe 
bone Lo” 
- 8 e 


"> 
y 3 
2 
x. 
49 
* +5 
© 26 
<4 


A * 3 7 * 
= = 1 
+ 8 
8 

0 ** 
4B 
> 888 


Ss 
IS IHR 2 


1 37 ] 
under this G but as they were in 
themſelves Objects of his Pity and Mercy; and 
if ever there was an Object of Mercy, here it 
is, an immortal Soul i for the Fault 
of another, which it could by no. Means hinder 
or prevent, to ſuffer eternal Torment. There 
is ſomething greatly moving in ſuch an Ob- 
jet. as this; and as all Adam's Poſterity were 

ually involved in his Guilt, a// are Objects 
Me Mercy preciſely the ſame, and therefore there 
is not the leaſt Ground for the Difference 
which we are told is made by Election; becauſe 
tis making a Diſtinction 1 there is na Dif 
ference. Here is the Race of Adam, conſidered 
as equally fallen in him, divided into two very 
unequal Parts (equally in themſelves and alto- 
3 gether Objects of Mercy, if ſuch an Object 
can be) by the Almighty himſelf, The ſmaller 
Number he is at all Events determined to fave, 
and to deſtroy. the greater Number. But let 
them apply my Arguments on the Sove- 
reignty of Gop againit the Certainty of their 
Election, and I believe they will find but little 
Reaſon to boaſt of the Doctrine of electing 
Grace, They tell us indeed that this Doc- 
trine of theirs makes the Death of Chrift of 
more Effect than ours, becauſe it ſecures 
the Salvation of ſame: But furely that Doc- 
trine, which puts all into a Capacity of Salva- 
tion, muſt be better than that which .leaves 
almoſt. every Man to periſh; and if it was 
better to ſave a few than to fave none in this ar- 
b Manner, it muſt ſtill have been better and 


more 


151 1 
more to the Glory of Chrift arbitrarily to have 
faved all Mankind. They fay alſo that their 
Doctrine of Election is a much better Ground 
for Love and good Works, than is that of free 
Grace, But the contrary is apparent; for if 
unconditional Election be the true Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, and Man is equally dear and accept- 
able to God without as he is with good Works, . 
what Inducement can ſuch a Perſon have to 
pleaſe Gop that Way, when he' is already as 
well pleaſed without them? If Election is 
founded upon an unconditiona! Decree, the na- 
_ tural Inference (in all ſuch as believe the Doc- 
trine and themſelves to be of the Ele&) muſt be 
this—if I am of the Number of the Elect, no: 
thing can fruſtrate my Happineſs; T may gra- 
tify my favourite Paſſions, and wallow in all 
Kinds of Wickedneſs, Luxury, and Senſuality, 
and be equally acceptable to the Almighty as 
was David in the Sins of Murder and Adultery : 
on the contrary, if I am not of that Num- 
ber which ſhall be faved, all my Pains and 
Obedience will never procure me Acceptance 
with Gop, and therefore I will ſeek all 
poſſible Gratifications in this Life, ſecing tis 
the only Time and Place wherein F can ob- 
tain any thing like Happineſs; nor can 
the Liberty I take here increaſe-my Miſery 
hereafter, the preciſe Degree of that being 
fixed along with the Decree of my Dam- 
nation: though this Perſuaſion of being ſet 
rt for everlaſting Torment has more of- 


ten wy Effect of — and Self- Mur 


der; 
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der; and indeed the two Extremes of Pre- 


ve” | ſumption and Deſpair are the natural Brood and 5 
11 Offspring of theſe Doctrines, as the reverend 


d and learned Pr. 7 rapp has abundantly evinced 
in his excellent Diſcourſe againſt the Folly, — 
aud Danger of being righteous over much. 

pocriſy. and Perſecution are alſo the genuine 
Offspring of. this Faith; and .wwhenever it has 
been tried, Perſecution 1 grown up to a con- 
ſiderable Maturity: for as they pretend to know 
the Marks of elect and reprobate Men, what 


themſelves to be the former to perſecute and take 


own Decree of Damnation ſet them an Example? 
and if he has ſet a Mark on the Reprobate, they 


the Divine Conduct, endeavour to make them 
as wretched as poſh ble here, in this Life, and 
awho ol lay any Thing to the Charge of Gov's 


Ek#? I am now /ſhewing what are the ge- 


nuine Effects of this Doctrine, not charging 
Conſequences on ſuch as neither do ſee nor 
a pprove of them: there is a great Difference in 
mtural Effects are by other Things intervening 
often prevented, the chief of which, I believe, 
may be Want of : Power and Opportunity; ; 
for tho many when out of Power might be 


apt to ſay (as Hazael did) what is thy Servant 


a Dog, that be ſhould do this Evil? yet they 
would be in ſome:Danger of behaving as that 


great Man did, when he came to be tried. 


Some 


can be more natural than for thoſe who take 


Vengeance on the larter. Hath not Gop by his 


(the Elect) may very reaſonably, in Imitation of 


the Conduct of Men of this Principle, and its 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


IL 
Some again, who. tho they profeſs the 
trine, at yet (I doubt not) ſometimes n 
the Influence of Gop's Grace, which, as it 
tends to ſoften the Soul, and to make it more 
loving and humane than before, naturally pre- 
vents the Spirit of Perſecution from taking ; 
ſuch deep Root as otherwiſe it might. And | 
here, tho I don't pretend to be a nice Judge of 
the Firing, Part of Religion, yet I have heard 
ſuch as have been accounted Men of the beſt 
Experience ſay, that when the Grace of Gop 
operates on the Soul, the ardent Love of Man- 
kind is inſeparable therewith. If then the bet- 
ter Part of thoſe who profeſs this Doctrine 
are, in their ſolemn Approaches to the Almighty 
by Prayer, ever ſenfible of this gt agreeable i 
and humbling Operation in the Soul, I aſh 2 
them if it does not naturally diſtend and en- 
large their Wiſhes, in Behalf of all Mankind? 
and if this Spirit CT one | 
duct of the Operation of God's Grate, what 
ſhall- be faid of that ineffable and inkmeinſe | 1 
Fountain of Grace and Goodneſs from whence 1 
it proceeds? But on the other hand it has 
boy obſerved, that among mere . enthufiaſtich | 
and e Belevers of the Doctrine of 
Election, their Hypocriſy, Deceit and Diſſi- 
mulation has overtop'd that of all the World 
beſides, even beyond what human Nature 
could be thought capable of in its moſt wicked 
and corrupt State; in ſhort, they ſeem to have 
made the Deceit of Jacob, 5nd all other paral- | 
del Places of ä that furniſh the worſt 4 
N Part 
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Part of the Lives of good Men, A Han ng. Riile | 
of Behaviour. What a bleſſed _— has the 
erg 5 ann 1 11 


Tuts Doctrine of cleQing! Gena) they ele 8 
as an incomprehenſible Myſtery ; fo do the Papiſts . 
With as good Reaſon that of Tranſubtantiation, 
for neither of them are Myfteries, or incompre- 
henſible, but pahpable Errors, whoſe Abſurdity we 
do eaſly and fully comprebend; nor will the ſtale 
Art of playing om the Word Myſtery amuſe us 
any longer. Another ſtrange Argument, which 
theſe Men make uſe of, in order to ſet afide 
ſome Paſſages of Scripture which. are poſitive 
and expreſs againſt them, is this, that if God 
wills the Salvation of all Men, all muſt be ſaved, 
-otherways we may be | ſaid to conquer the Wall 
and Grace of God. To which the Anſwer is very 
eaſy—Man is made a free Creature, and there- 
fore Gop deals with him as ſuch; becauſe to 
make him free, and then arbitrarily over rule 
this Freedom, would be making him free to 
u Purpoſe. The Will of Gop is ſometimes po- 
ative, and ſometimes conditional. He gives 
Laws, commands us to keep them, and pro- 
miſes eternal Life to thoſe who obey ; nor can 
vue ſuppoſe he commands us to obey, without 
willing our Obedience. We may indeed 0590 


the Operations of his Grace: but to talk of ; 


conquering Gop, is Nonſenſe, He has made 
us free Creatures; he wills our Salvation, and 
has granted us ſuch Aids as ane ſufficient, if we 
uſe 'them aright, to * us. fo. Happineſs : J 

FE. This 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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This Conduct i in the Divine Being is not only 
- reaſonable in itſelf, but perfectly agreeable to 


many plain and expreſs Parts of Scripture: The 


Weeping and Lamentation of Chriſt over Jeru- 
Jalem is a ſtrong Proof of it: How often would 
I babe gathered thee, as a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings; but thou wouldeſt not! 
Here was all done that was fit to be done 
to reclaim free Beings; not only proper Aids 
.offer'd, but offer'd in the n tender and af- 
ohne Manner, as is evident from the Com- 


pariſon of the Hen, Gc. and by the Words 


-how often, is ſet forth the great Patience and 


long - ſuffering of God: and notwithſtanding all 


this, they reſiſted to their own. Deſtruction; 
Gop willed, or would have ſaved her, but ſhe 
as ſtubborn and rebellious, and would not ac- 
of Salvation, did ſhe therefore conquer 
the Almighty? - Suppoſe my Father gives me a 
good Education, a good Employment, and a 
competent Portion in Money, and, befides all, is 
continually at hand, ready further to adviſe 
and affiſt me whenever it may be neceſſary 
and J am obſtinate and diſobedient, d by 
purſuing evil Courſes fall into Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Ruin: I may indeed be ſaid to re- 
ff, but in no good Senſe to conquer my Father. 
Beſides, according to this abſurd Way of ar- 
guing, 'Gop's Laws ate to be kept by himſelf, 
with what Propriety then can they be ſaid to 
be given to Man? he to whom the Law is 
given 15 to Te it, not the G27 who gives it. 
2 | - I MIGHT 
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I MIGHT here very naturally ſpeak con- 
cerning the Sacrifice of Chriſt's 8 and his 
Rigbtecuſneſ imputed to us; but 1 ſball not 
now diſcuſs it fully, only a fe Remarks m 
not be impertinent or uſeleſs. Theſe two 
Points appear to me to be much miſunderſtood; 
Sin is ſaid to be infinite, and that therefore no- 
thing but an infinite Being can ſatisfy the 
Juſtice of God for it: a fine Story indeed, for 
Men to amuſe us with, who pretend to be- 
lieve in only one Gop: Here is one infinite Be- 
ing to be ſatisfied for Sin; and another to fa- 

him. And what is ſtill as bad or worſe, 

it ſuppoſes, that an infinite Being may for 
a certain Seaſon ſuffer or undergo a Dimi- 
nation of its Happineſs; which, in an infinite 
and unchangeable Being, I take to be impoſ- 
ſible. Was it then only the Perſon or rational 
Soul of Feſus Chriſt that ſuffered, being upheld 
under it by the infinite Being himſelf? If ſo, 
what is become of the infinite Being that was: 
to /affer for Sin, or does Gop make Satisfac- 
tion to himſelf? Till theſe Gentlemen either re- 
nounce, or better explain this Matter, they 
will hope think very favourably of all who 
deal i in abſurd Schemes of Faith. | 


Tax Thing productive of theſe Abſurdities 
is a wrong Notion of the Juſtice of Gop: Sin, 
they fay, is infinite, becauſe committed againſt 
an infinite Gov. It is doubtleſs ſometimes a 
great Aggravation of it, that it is committed a- 
gainſt Gop; but it is not ſo much his Great- 
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neſs as our abuſing his Goodneſs that aggravates 
the Crime: and when we conſider on the other 
hand, that Sin is committed by a frail finite 
Being, very often in its unguarded Moments, 
prompted by Paſſion and Appetite, and ſur- 
rounded with the moſt powerful Temptations, 
this proves more ſtrongly that it cannot be in- 


finite. By the Juſtice of Gop, is not meant 


that he cannot forgive Sin without Satisfac- 
tion, but that he wil not puniſh the Inno- 
cent. He propoſes himſelf as a Pattern for our 
Imitation, and bids us forgive our offending 


Brethren, if tbey repent and defire Forgiveneſs : 


and he himſelf will therefore forgive on the 
ſame Terms; for unleſs Sin becomes ſo enor- 


mous, as to make Puniſhment neceſſary, Rę- 


pentance and Amendment is all that GD ek, 
pects. The Goſpel: is propoſed: to Sinners on 
theſe Terms; and as to the Death of Cur 1sT,it | 


were unreaſonable to think he- lazd down his 


Life by Way of Satisfaction to offended Juſ- 1 
tice, in the Manner theſe Gentlemen under- | 
ſtand it; but in Teſtimony of the Truth of 


his Doctrines, and Confirmation of Gop's 
great Love to the World. This was the Cauſe 


of Cur1sT's Coming in the Fleſh. Gop fo, 


loved the World, that he ſent CHRIS r to fave it 


D Z' won Gg. 8 8. 


by ſuch Preaching and Miracles, and other in- 


ternal Aids, &c. as were in themſelves ſuf- | 


ficient to beget Faith in ſuch as gave a proper 


Attention; ſuch a Faith in the Soul, as was 


productive of Morality and Virtue in Practice. 
It was an original A of Grace and Goodneſs 


in 


De 


E 


tion be made; ſo 


1451 


in Gop, to fond CuRIsT into the World, to 
ſave Sinners, and not (as ſome. ſuperſtitiouſſy | 
teach) a mere Compliance in Gop the Father 
(and that not without full Satisfaction firſt. 
made) to the voluntary and merciful Interceſſion 
of CRRIST the Son. For then our Salvation 
would be ozwing only 14 Love of gs and 
not at all to Go) 8 
ed as a rigorous and unrelenting Creditor, that · 


ve, who is here N 


will not releaſe the Debtor af full Satie 


coming into the World was entirely owing to the 


Father's Mercy. His Doctrine, Miracles, &c. 


were what he had in Commiſſion from Go, as a 
Means to inſtruct and make the World happy; 


it is he who, inſtead of being averſe to forgive frail 


Man his Offences, has thro' IEsus proclaimed 


Pardon to all, on Condition of Repentance and 
Amendment; and thro' the Love of God it was 
alſo that CnRIST was appointed a Mediator 


for ſinful Man: So that the whole Affair aroſe 
from Gop's own Mercy. 


ISTAND amazed at the Gentlemen againſt 
whom I am arguing; what a Scope do they 


give to the Sovereignty of Gop in the Doctrines 


of Election and Reprobation? and yet they won't 
fn Her it at all to operate in the Caſe of fer- 


oo Sin, on the Terms of Repentance and 


Amend. 


t CHRIST becomes our 
Creditor, and Gop has no farther Demand: 
and what Need then can there be of Interceſſion 
to Gop on our Behalf, when the Debt is al- 
ready paid and full Satisfaction made. CHR IST's 
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Amendment. A ſmall, ya. very [tall * 
reaſonable Allowance in regard to the Exer 
tion of this Attribute, and in a good Cauſe too, 
would be ſufficient to juſtify the Mer Ne 

of the 


Gop in forgiving Sin; and this Notion 


Impoſſibility of God's forgiving Sin, without 
Satisfaction firſt made, is erroneous and de- 
ſpicable. Repentance and Amendment in the 


Yreature is, in 8 the Nature of Things, a much 


better Satisfaction than can be made by the Act | 


of another. By the Fuſtil 
that he will not puniſh the Innocent, and not 


that he cannot ſhew Mercy to an offending, 


repe penting, penitent Creature, unleſs. another 


ſheds his Blood for an Atonement. Nor is 
the Righteouſneſs of CHR 15 T, ftriftly ſpeak-' 


ing, imputable to any one. T be Terms of the 
Goſpel are, Repent and be converted, and your. 


Sint ſhall be blotted out : Be forry and amend,. 
and I will forgive you, The Prayer q4 a 


Righteous Man availeth "much; and Gop, 
ſome Caſes, to ſhew his Regard to the Righte- 
ous, and to excite others to become righteous” 
c alſo, may poſſibly grant bat at the Requeſt of 
fuch a righteous Perſon | which without it 
might be improper to at and CHRIST be- 
ing our holy and righteous Mediator, Gop 
may do more at his Requeſt, on our Behalf, 


than he would do without it. Not but that (a- 
dependent of and previous to the Interceſſion of 
Cuk Is T) Gop was ever diſpoſed to be favour- 
able to Man, and always ready to receive him, 
coming t to bim in a proper and becoming Man- 


ner: 


of GoD is meant, 


* AED 
* : 4 
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net: For even this very CHRIST, and his In- 


* OP 


terceſſion, Cc. is all ultimately the Act of 
Gop, and flows from his unbounded Love and 
Goodneſs to Man. So that imputed Righteouſe 
neſs can mean no more than Gop's forgiving us 


at the Requeſt of Jxsus CHRIST; nt a real 
Transfer of his perſonal Righteouſneſs, which 
is not only in itſelf impoſſible, but would take 


away all Neceſſity of our. becoming holy. The 


Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is altogether diffe- 


rent to what theſe Men take it to be; it is a 


real State of Righteouſneſs, wrought in the 


Soul by the Operation of CHRIST'S Spirit, 


Man ſubmitting © thereto. I know there are 
ſome Expreſſions in the New Teftament, which 
(if precipitantly underſtood, without Regard had 
to the Nature of the Thing, and to other plain 


Texts) ſeem a little to favour theſe Doctrines. 


can't ſay by what Means preciſely the Bible 
came into its preſent Condition ; many Things 
might concur to give us wrong Apprehenſions 


of its true Senſe-and Meaning. He that un- 


derſtands human Nature will find that Men, 
who have been great Bigots in any way of Re- 
ligion, will retain ſome of their former Preju- 
dices, even after, in the main, they may have 
changed their Principles. Prejudice in Educa- 
tion is a Leaven nat ſo eaſily purged out as ſome 


may imagine; and tis poſfible the Mriting: of 


St. Paul may have in them a Tincture of this 
kind; beſides what may have ſince crept in, 
by Partiality or Accident: againſt which, and 


fundamental 


3 


all Errors of a like Kind, a due Regard to the 
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